
This Sunday’s Gospel specifically tells us that Jesus addresses his parable of the 
two sons to the religious leaders of the day; so the story is very pointed. He 
certainly rattles their cages, and his story is meant to make us think as well. 
One son finally comes round to working for his father, as his father has asked 
him – helping with the family business – the other son makes all the right 
noises but has no intention of doing as his father asks; perhaps he is too grand 
or just too lazy to do the work. Or perhaps he had the best of intentions but 
then didn’t follow through. How often have we said we’ll do something but 
don’t in the end do it? 
 
Jesus is telling the chief priests, no less, that they just pay lip-service to God 
and their faith. They say all the right pious things, they perform their religious 
duties but they are not really listening to God’s will and seeking to follow his 
lead. They won’t put themselves out. Unlike the unscrupulous tax collectors 
and other people with dubious morals and bad behaviour, the religious men 
are not open to turning back to God, not looking for ways always to improve 
and live better lives; they are complacent and self-satisfied. 
 
So this Gospel does put the question directly to us: are we also just doing the 
repetitive, comfortable religious observance part but not doing the more 
challenging work of creating God’s kingdom here on earth by being willing to 
learn, to change and reach beyond our set ways and even our prejudices? 
 
Because, as sons and daughters of God through our Baptism into Jesus Christ, 
we too are called to work for the family business, just as the sons in this 
Sunday’s Gospel. We must be ready to do some work; and that work is twofold 
and is summed up well by St. Paul in this Sunday’s passage from what he wrote 
to the people in Philippi: 
 
The work God asks us to do is to be united in our communities, to show love to 
one another; there’s to be no competition between us and no conceit. We are 
to think of each other’s interests first, not our own. Do you recognise that in 
our community, our society or our world? Well, let’s just say that there’s still 
work to be done; which is exactly Jesus’ point. 
 
The other part of our work, as described by St. Paul, is to fully realise who 
Jesus is and the sacrifice he made and the place he now has with his Father in 
heaven - and to share that with others:  Everyone “should bend the knee at the 
name of Jesus… and every tongue proclaim that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the 
glory of God the Father.” 



 
In Jesus’ parable of the two sons the son who finally does what his father asks 
is happier, because he is doing the work his father has shared with him; he is 
playing his proper part in the family. His father has shared his work and his life 
with him, just as God the Father shared his work and life with his own Son. 
 
That is all we are asked to do –  to play our proper part in the Christian family 
and not regard our faith as a private devotion, looking on from the side-lines, 
as others do the work. 


