ST JOHN THE BAPTIST
CATHOLIC CHURCH

48 Dale Road

Purley CR8 2EF

020 8660 3815
www.johnthebaptistpurley.org.uk

30TH AUGUST 2026

22ND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

PSALTER WEEK 2

Parish Priest
Assistant Priest

Fr Francis Murphy
Fr John Howard

francismurphy@rcaos.org.uk
johnhoward@rcaos.org.uk

Parish Secretary Rebecca Roberts purley@rcaos.org.uk Parish Office: Tue-Fri 09:00-13:00
Gift Aid Phil Strugnell purleygac@rcaos.org.uk
Safeguarding Nadia Corsini & Margaret Hill purleysg| @safeguardrcaos.org.uk - purleysg2@safeguardrcaos.org.uk

Hall Bookings Praetorium Hall Hire

office@lowcosthalls.co.uk or tel. 01372 457651

SACRAMENTS
BECOMING A CATHoLIC: Contact the Parish Priest.
BAPTISM OF CHILDREN: Contact the Parish Secretary.
FIRST HoLY COMMUNIONS: See parish website re: 2027.
HoLy COMMUNION VisITs: Holy Communion is taken to the
housebound of the parish regularly; contact the Parish Secretary.
CONFIRMATIONS: 2026 registrations are now closed. Adults
seeking confirmation should contact the Parish Secretary.
CONFESSIONS: Saturdays 10:30-11:30 & 17:15-17:50, Sundays
during 10:00 Mass, & by appointment/on request (ask clergy).
MARRIAGE: Contact Parish Secretary (min. six months before).
HoLy ORDERs: Contact the Parish Priest if interested in
exploring a vocation to the priesthood/diaconate.
ANOINTING OF THE SICK/EXTREME UNCTION: Please
contact the Parish Secretary. In urgent need (danger of death)

DEVOTIONS & ACTIVITIES

ADORATION: Weekdays (Mon-Fri) before 10:00 Mass. On
Saturdays post-10:00 Mass; concludes w. BENEDICTION c.| |:30.
HoLy ROSARY: Mon,Wed & Fri at 07:00; Tue & Thu at 10:30.
CHARISMATIC PRAYER: Thu post-10:00 Mass (in side chapel).
YOUTH CLUB (8-16): Sundays in term-time, Hall 16:15-17:45.
IGNITE (13-16): Sundays in term-time, Hall 18:45-20:30.
FRASSATI YOUNG ADULTS (18-35): Meets regularly; join
WhatsApp group by writing to purley@rcaos.org.uk.
CATHOLIC WOMEN’S GROUP: First Wednesdays at 14:00.

ST GERARD’S SOCIETY: First Fridays at 19:30.

MOTHER TERESA GROUP: Third Wednesdays 14:00-16:00.

WEDNESDAY COFFEE
Parish Hall after 10:00 Mass (weekly).

call 020 8660 3815 (leaving a message if necessary).
HOSPITAL: Ask ward staff for a “Roman Catholic chaplain”.

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE: submit items by |3:00 on Tuesday.

EVANGELIUM

A COURSE FOR THOSE WISHING TO BECOME CATHOLICS

Interested in joining the Church founded by Jesus Christ 2000 years ago? Our annual course offers
comprehensive preparation for those seeking to learn more about what Catholics believe and how
we live our faith. Contact the Parish Office for further details: purley@rcaos.org.uk.

- BEGINS MONDAY 7 SEPTEMBER @ 19:30 -

Please pray for those who have died recently inc. Carmel Neary, Ernesto Pellegrini, Verne-Bruce Sylvester, and David Palmer;

and for those whose anniversaries are around this time: David Reynolds, Eileen Richins, Rev Ken Bell, Joseph Molloy, George
Ross, Josephine Phillips, Valentina Dunseath, Beryl Taylor, Patricia Peacock, Catherine Bullen, Linda Budge, Joan Bowen, Brenda
Williams, Ann Daly, Zena Hulley, Catherine Ross, David Probele, Fernando Pascual, Herbert Wellington, Louise Hubert, Eric
Greenash, and James Devlin;

and also for those who are currently unwell: Toni Kowal, Theodora-Angelica Acha, Joanne Walker, Jane Pollon, Alan Giriffiths,
Douglas Johnston, Ryan Baker, Michael Edwards, David Palmer, Paulin Carpenter, Canon David Caine, Anne Mawer, John Swadling,
lan Stewart, Fontana Maria, Elzbieta Cedro, Antonia Smith, Tom & Sally O’Regan, Michael Whale, Gwen Carne, Yvonne Wade, Jenny
Strong, Philip Burger, Thelma Vincent, Philip Hendry, Harry Donnelly, Maria Traquino, Matthew Benn, Selina Vernor, Cathy Ashdown,
and Marie O’Grady.

Please donate via website, collection at Mass, LAMP INTENTIONS

making a bank transfer to parish account, Sanctuary:  Fr Seba S.
or scanning QR code with device — Risen Lord:  Year 7 students
Our Lady: Private intention
Next week second collection: Catholic Education Service St Joseph:  David Palmer RIP
St Thérése: March for Life 2026

July Offertory: Total £13768.68
of which £9565.73 was Gift Aided - thank you!

Contact Parish Office to book weekly
intention. Suggested offering £10.
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MASS INTENTIONS

Sunday 30th August
TWENTY SECOND SUNDAY

IN ORDINARY TIME

18:00 (Sat) Piero Delgrosso
RIP

No Mass at JFS Chapel

08:30 Agnes Liddiard RIP
10:00 Mrs Lily Joseph RIP
12:00 Joseph Emmanuel
Patricks RIP

18:00 All parishioners

Monday 31st August
07:30 Mrs Kathleen Lillis RIP
10:00 Welfare Eileen Joyce

Tuesday 1st September
10:00 Holy souls in Purgatory

Wednesday 2nd September
07:30 Clive Firth RIP
10:00 Michael Coutinho RIP

Thursday 3rd September
St Gregory the Great,
Pope & Doctor
10:00 Christian & Suzanne
Domean RIP

Friday 4th September
St Cuthbert, Bishop
07:30 Welfare George Egan
10:00 Int Anna & Toni Kowal

Saturday 5th September
The Blessed Virgin Mary
10:00 Alf & Ann Gladding (int.)

Sunday 6th September
TWENTY THIRD SUNDAY
IN ORDINARY TIME
18:00 (Sat) Derek O’'Brien RIP
No Mass at JFS Chapel

08:30 All parishioners

10:00 Deceased relatives
Phillips & Garner families RIP
12:00 Mrs Anne Pallivathukkai

RIP
18:00 Int Maria Caires

.I.

Funeral Mass
at St John the Baptist

David Palmer RIP

Monday 7th September
at 12:00

CLERGY MOVES

As announced at last weekend’s Masses and in the parish e-mail, Fr Francis has
been asked to move to become Parish Priest of Richmond in October. His last
Masses in the parish will be on Sunday 4 October (further details to follow). He
will be succeeded by Fr Seba, currently Parish Priest of Old Coulsdon. Please
pray for all clergy involved in this series of moves, and prepare to give Fr Seba,
your new Parish Priest,a warm Purley welcome!

Congratulations to Natalia Rodrigues & Neel Sikka
married at St John the Baptist on Thursday

THE PARISH OFFICE reopens at 09:00 on Tuesday | September.

CERTIFICATE OF CATHOLIC PRACTICE: Parents seeking a Certificate of Catholic Practice
for school admission purposes should send a clear photo of their and their child’s face, along
with the child’s Baptism (and where applicable First Communion) certificate(s), to
purley@rcaos.org.uk. They must also provide details of which Mass they regularly attend, their
postal address (inc. postcode), and the child’s date of birth. Certificates will not be issued to
those whom the clergy are not certain meet the Bishops of England and Wales’ definition of a
practicing Catholic, namely “attending Mass on Sundays and holidays of obligation.”

MARCH FOR LIFE - SATURDAY 5 SEPTEMBER: “This year UK abortion law changed
dramatically: while a 24-week limit remains for abortions, self-administered abortions beyond 24 weeks
have been decriminalised. This should concern us all. Women facing an unplanned pregnancy deserve
compassion and practical support - not abortion presented as their only option. Too often abortion is
described as liberating, yet charities supporting women post-abortion tell a very different story. Join us
at the March for Life in London this Saturday 5 September, as thousands take a stand
for every human life and show compassion to women. It is a positive, prayerful, and uplifting day of
hope, solidarity, and witness. Please see the leaflet for details and join us if you can.”

CWG TALK: on Wednesday 2 September John Lawrence (RSPB) will speak in the Parish Hall
(14:00) on Garden Birds. Meeting open to all parishioners (not just women!), who are also
invited to bring friends.

REDUCED SUMMER MAss SCHEDULE: The 08:30 JFS Chapel Mass is currently suspended;
regular Sunday Masses resume on Sunday |3 September.

ASSISTED SUICIDE: Lauren Edwards MP is reintroducing the failed assisted suicide bill to
Parliament, with a vote in the House of Commons on | | September. Please write to your MP.

NEwW BEAVERS COLONY AT ST JOHN THE BAPTIST starting on Monday 7 September at
17:30 for boys and girls aged between 6-8 years.

THOMAS MORE - OPEN EVENING 2026: prospective students and their families invited to
attend an Open Evening on Thursday 10 September (17:00-19:00). No booking required,
Parking available on site. For enquiries, e-mail: schooloffice@tmore.org.uk.

DAVID PALMER RIP: Long-time parishioners will be saddened to learn of the death of David
Palmer, who started what is now the St John the Baptist PMG (“Parish Music Group”) in the
early 1970s. First known as the Folk Choir, it complemented an existing traditional choir,
offering an alternative music style at the parish sung Masses. Head of Music at Thomas More
School, and a talented composer, David wrote various Mass settings and responses as well as
hymns. He encouraged everyone to join in, running through new music with the congregation
before Mass and encouraging choir members, particularly younger ones, to cant psalms or to
lead settings. Any instrument player was welcome. Over time, and with the persuasion of the
late Canon Alan McLean (also a talented musician), the two choirs would come together at the
big feasts of Christmas and Easter, offering an eclectic mix. Eventually the two choirs became
one, the PMG. David’s compositions of folk oratorios Holy Boy and Son of Man have been very
much a part of our church community, as well as their performances throughout the diocese
and beyond. The performances of Light of the World at Fairfield Halls for Pentecost in 2000
involved children and adults from Croydon schools and churches. This and Son of Man were
fully staged works in costume, directed by David’s wife, Annette. David also organised music
nights in the Parish Hall, opening more opportunities for people to perform and to come
together as a community. As David became older, he took a back seat; in time David’s son,
Dominic took up the reins. Dominic, himself a musician and composer, wrote many of the
settings sung by the PMG in the parish on Ist, 3rd, and 5th Sundays - with 2nd and 4th Sundays
now covered by the Parish Chant Schola. (With thanks to Chantal Keast and James Gummett).
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